
RIVER CREE DISTRICT SALMON FISHERY BOARD 

THE REPORT OF THE BOARD TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF QUALIFIED PROPRIETORS AND ALSO 
AT THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING OF THE BOARD ON THE 
23rd NOVEMBER 2022 

This report covers the period from the 1st October 2021 to the 30th 

September 2022 

PART ONE 

This part of the report summarises what the Board have done in carrying 
out their statutory functions during the period and what the Board propose 
to do in carrying out those functions in the year ahead. 

The primary duties of the Board are the protection or improvement of the 
fisheries within their district, the increase of salmon and the stocking of 
the waters of the district with salmon – Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries 
(Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003, section 45(1). To assist it in fulfilling 
those duties the Board has the benefit of the services of two fisheries 
trusts, Galloway Fisheries Trust (GFT) and The River Cree Hatchery and 
Habitat Trust (RCHHT). There are attached as appendices to this report, 
summaries prepared by those trusts of their activities during the period and 
their proposals for the coming year. 

In addition to the activities of the two trusts mentioned above, the Board 
has dealt with other matters during the period. To some extent, the 
activities of the Board appear from an examination of the minutes of all its 
meetings, which can be viewed on the Board’s website – 
rivercreedistrictsalmonfisheryboard.com. The following is a brief 
summary. 

During the period covered by this report the Board held six ordinary 
meetings (13th Oct 2021, 9th Feb 2022, 4th May 2022, 6th July 2022, 16th 

Aug 2022, 13th Oct 2022) . The minutes from these meetings are available 
to view on the Boards website. 

The Conservation Code for the District remained unchanged for the 2022 
season. The Cree retained its “grade 1” status under the Conservation of 
Salmon (Scotland) Amendment Regulations, meaning that salmon could 
be retained during the 2022 season. However, the Boards Conservation 



Code applies strict limits on the numbers of Salmon that can be retained, 
and fishing methods. The Code appears on the Board’s website. All river 
proprietors on the Cree have agreed to abide by the Conservation Code. 

The Cree will again retain its “Grade 1” status for the 2023 season. The 
Cree will be the only river on the Solway and in SW Scotland to achieve 
“Grade 1” status. The Doon and the Urr are Grade 2, all others are Grade 
3. 
This achievement is recognition of all the hard work that Murdo Crosbie 
and his team of volunteers put in to the river Cree. I would like to publicly 
thank Murdo for all his efforts. 

On the 27th January 2022 SNH granted the Chairman a licence to shoot 
fish eating birds as an aid to scaring them. The licence period was from the 
27th January 2022 to the 30th April 2022 (and up to the 31st May for male 
goosander only) and permitted a 

maximum of 7 goosander and 3 cormorants to be killed. The agents 
appointed by the Chairman shot the quota of both cormorants and 
goosanders. Scaring tactics were also successfully employed. A return was 
submitted to SNH 
It is intended to apply for a licence for the forthcoming season, and a bird 
count took place on 19th November to support the application 

The River Cree Management Plan sets out how the Board aims to 
achieve its objective of protecting and enhancing stocks of migratory fish 
within the District. The Plan was reviewed and amended by the Board. The 
current plan (dated June 2022) can be seen on the Board’s website. It will 
be subject to further review from time to time. 

Generally, in the year ahead the Board intends to continue to support the 
two trusts in the work they do for the Board and continue to manage the 
waters of the district in accordance with the River Management Plan. 
The Board believes that the current rod catch figures (especially when 
compared to other rivers locally) prove the River Management Plan is 
working 

Privacy Policy 

The Board have completed a Privacy and Data Protection Policy. This 
document can be viewed on the Boards website. 



Marine Scotland 

There have been no meetings with Marine Scotland and no further 
information or detail on the proposed “Salmon Strategy”. At present, The 
Board have explained the reasons for stocking in the Cree catchment and 
MS agree in principle with our strategy. However, to date there has been 
no formal policy announcement or statement. 

Marine Scotland included a statement within one of their public 
announcements which said that they would seek to increase the rate of 
voluntary catch and release from its current level of 95% (and 99% in the 
spring) to 100%. If this policy was not successful, then MS would consider 
mandatory 100% catch & release on all rivers in Scotland – irrespective of 
the river grading. The imposition of mandatory catch and release is a very 
worrying development. Anglers releasing the “extra” 1% to 5% will 
certainly not halt the catastrophic decline of Atlantic Salmon 

Bailiffing 
Murdo Crosbie continued in office as the Board’s only water bailiff. It is 
of some concern to the Board that we may not be able effectively to 
control poaching on the waters of the District. An appeal for “River 
Watchers” continues to be posted on the website has not produced any 
response. Forest and Land Scotland have removed the old “catch return” 
boxes at Kirriereoch and also erected temporary “No Fishing” signs. More 
permanent signage is to be produced by FLS 

PART TWO – COMPLAINTS 

During the year the Board received no complaints. 

PART THREE – GOOD GOVERNANCE 

The Board has complied with the good governance requirements in the 
2003 Act, as amended by the 2013 Act, as follows. The Annual Report 
considered at the Annual 

Public Meeting on the 24th November 2021 complied with Section 46A 
and the meeting itself complied with Section 46B. That Report and the 
audited accounts were published on the Board’s website and copies sent to 
the Scottish Ministers in accordance with Section 44(1A). The notice of 
the annual meeting of qualified proprietors and the annual public meeting 
to be held on the 23rd November 2022 was publicised on the Board’s 



website. A copy was sent to the Scottish Ministers to comply with Section 
46C. The other requirements of Section 46C in relation to the meetings of 
the Board have been complied with by publicising the dates of meetings 
and publishing the minutes thereof on the Board’s website. 

The Board’s complaints procedure is publicised on the website in 
accordance with Section 46D. 
The Board has established a register of relevant financial interests of 
members of the Board (available for public inspection) in accordance with 
Section 46E. 

In the following year the Board intends to comply with the good 
governance requirements by keeping its procedures under review and 
observing the good governance requirements so far as possible. 

PART FOUR – GENERAL 

Catches - The Marine Scotland officially recorded 2021 rod catch for the 
Cree District was 193 salmon and grilse (468 in 2020). The 2021 fishing 
season was greatly impacted by drought river conditions from April to 
August. This severely restricted angling effort. Good numbers of salmon 
and grilse were observed in the tidal waters – but these fish could not 
access the upper river due to the drought conditions. Although this figure 
is less than half that of 2020, it is still considerably more than other local 
rivers achieved in 2021 (Bladnoch 12, Luce 69, Nith 142). 

The Board’s estimate of the rod catch for 2022 season is in excess of 350 
salmon and grilse. Water conditions were much more favourable for 
angling this year. The NSAA waters fished very well and recorded a catch 
of over 150 salmon and grilse for the season. 

Notable catches this season were four salmon from the High Cree, and 14 
fin clipped hatchery-origin salmon reported by anglers (less than 10% of 
the hatchery fry are fin clipped) 

Hatchery Operations – I am pleased to report the delays in obtaining 
permission experienced last year (which meant that no broodstock were 
captured from the Minnoch system, and consequently no fry were planted 
out in the Minnoch or high Cree), were resolved this season. The Stocking 
Policy Document was received from GFT within the deadline and was 
agreed by the Board. 



Broodstock capture this season has been made more difficult by 
continuous high water. However Murdo and his team are to be applauded 
for successfully capturing sufficient broodstock to satisfy the Stocking 
Policy. 

This is the final report mentioned in section 44(1) of the 2003 Act. 

Jamie Hyslop 
Chairman 
Dated 23rd November 2022 
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